
March 6, 2006 
 

Charter school not eligible for virtual transportation funding 
 

A charter school in north central Idaho is not eligible for special virtual 
charter school transportation funding, the State Department of Education 
announced today.  

 
The department notified the Idaho Distance Education Academy (IDEA) of 

the decision today, after receiving legal guidance from the Office of the Idaho 
Attorney General.  The decision means the on-line program is not eligible and will 
not receive about $341,000 in school transportation funding.  The decision does 
not affect the more than $4 million in state funds IDEA is expected to receive for 
teacher salaries and operating funds this year. 
   
 In 2004, the Legislature modified the state’s school transportation program 
to allow virtual charter schools and virtual home-based charter schools to receive 
school transportation funding to offset the costs of on-line delivery of instruction 
to individual children’s homes. In the fall IDEA, which is chartered by the 
Whitepine School District in Deary, sought state reimbursement for on-line 
expenses.  
 

IDEA officials told the department that the parents deliver instruction to 
students at home and consult with school staff via email, qualifying IDEA for 
“virtual school” status. After reviewing the information submitted by IDEA, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Marilyn Howard asked for legal guidance 
from the Office of the Idaho Attorney General to help the department determine 
whether the program met the state’s definition of a virtual school. 
 
 The March 3 response indicated under the current virtual school definition, 
IDEA appears not to meet the intent of the Legislature: 
 

“… if IDEA is doing little more than assisting parents in purchasing 
curriculum materials and tracking progress, it is unlikely that a court will find it 
meets the definition of a public virtual school or of any school to be supported 
with public funds.” 

 
The response also noted that the state’s definition of a virtual school 

appeared to be incomplete: “We need the legislature to clarify its intent by 
describing some minimum required standards for delivery of instruction by a 
virtual school. For example, the legislature should clarify how much a public 
virtual school can rely on a parent to provide instruction to the student and still 
qualify as a virtual school.” 

 
### 

(Editors and reporters: A copy of this news release and the March 3 letter is 
available on the department’s website: www.sde.state.id.us/dept under “What’s 
New.”) 












